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In the season of Advent, we prepare for two arrivals of Christ. 
The obvious one is his birth in Bethlehem. That is why the 4 weeks of 
Advent lead up to the celebration of Christmas. The other arrival is his 
Second Coming at the end of time. While most of our Advent scripture 
readings focus on former, the birth of Christ on Christmas, today’s 
readings focus on the latter, the Second Coming. In both instances, we 
await the coming of Jesus Christ into our world. 
 

Building off of the theme of the end times these past few 
weekends, Jesus again uses language about destruction and ruin in 
today’s Gospel. He says, “there will be signs in the sun, the moon, and 
the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the 
roaring of the sea and the waves.” He even says, “people will die of 
fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world.” Verses like this 
are very hard to interpret. Is Jesus really trying to scare us? 

 
The 20th century German priest and theologian Karl Rahner 

wrote a powerful Advent reflection entitled, ‘The God Who Is To 
Come,’ that can offer us some comfort. In his reflection, Rahner 
considers the two arrivals of Christ. But in regards to the Second 
Coming, he writes, “It is said that you will come again, and this is true. 
But the word again is misleading. It won’t really be another coming, 
because You have never really gone away. In the human existence 
which You made Your own for all eternity, You have never left us.” 
(86) In other words, the two arrivals of Christ are connected in a 



profound way. The second arrival is an extension of the first arrival. 
Even if his manner of arrival is different the second time, it is still the 
same Jesus Christ. 

 
The problem with predictions about the end times is believing 

that Jesus Christ will somehow be totally different when he comes 
again, as if his Second Coming would be a complete reversal of divine 
revelation from the beginning of creation up until now. Of course that 
would cause fear and panic! Instead, we are invited to recognize the 
presence of Jesus Christ throughout all of salvation history. Salvation 
history is a progressive revealing of a God of love. The Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ, therefore, will not be the obliteration of everything that 
went before it, but its fulfilment. Christ will not come again, he is 
already here! That is why Jesus said, ‘do not let your hearts become 
drowsy’ and ‘keep vigilant at all times.’ If we are surprised or afraid at 
the Second Coming, that is our fault for not recognizing him all along. 

 
The Jesus Christ of the second arrival is the same Jesus Christ we 

already know in his first arrival. 
 
Am I afraid of Jesus’ return at the end of time in the Second 

Coming? 
 
As we enter into this holy season of Advent, let us pray that we 

may learn to see the same Jesus Christ in Bethlehem and in the Second 
Coming. It is all part of the same revelation of the love of God. May the 
second arrival of Jesus Christ not catch us by surprise like a trap. 
Instead, when he appears the second time, may we already know him 
from before. 


